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National Council of Fasci (July 12-13). With great difficulty
he succeeded in getting through a resolution which made a
distinction in the exercise of fascist violence between the
political organizations and the syndicates, and which
authorised the fasci to make local agreements ' wherever
circumstances allowed, with representatives of working-
class organizations'. Opposition to the peace pact came
chiefly from the Fasci di Combattimento in' occupied ' territory,
who were afraid of losing the advantage gained by the
terrorist tactics they had c invented'. Their doubts were
expressed by Farinacci of Cremona : * If we allow the reds
to go on with their propaganda,' he said, at the meeting
of the National Council, c all our work may be undone/
The representatives of Julian Venetia, Emilia, Tuscany,
where squadrismo flourished, repeated the argument : e If
necessary, blows can be dealt out more judiciously; but we
must not weaken.5 Mussolini only just got the resolution
through. He emphasized that circumstances had changed
and the pact would help to divide the enemy.
' It is ridiculous at the present time to talk as if the
Italian working class were heading for bolshevism. You
all know that the state of mind of the working classes is
fundamentally different from what it was two years ago.
By making peace with us the socialists will cut themselves
off from the communists and anarchists. Our aim must
be to divide the enemy and so defeat them. . . . This
resolution leaves us prepared for any possibility. . . . We
must try to separate the General Confederation of Labour
from the subversive parties. Soon, when the syndicates,
co-operatives and federations are on their way to
independence, we shall hold a strong position in national
life.3
Mussolini used every possible argument to win over the
opposition ; he believed what he said, but he did not say
all that he thought. For he wanted the pact signed as soon
as possible, no matter how, so as to get going with his
preparations for the political issue that he foresaw and on
which he had been banking for several weeks. He had a
detailed plan : to separate the General Confederation of